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Introduction
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Why An Archive?

● As an observatory we produce lot of data.
● Most of our data remains in the storage for a very long 

time.
● We had to come with a plan to give out this data to 

anyone who can use it.
● Link

○ https://ssda.saao.ac.za/

3



Data Access Policy
● Not all data is public.
● Proprietary period depends on the partner and the type of the proposal.
● For South African proposals.

○ Data become public automatically after the 2 years.
○ PI’s will have to give a strong motivation if they choose not to make data public.

● With South Africa as a big partner to SALT there is a lot of public data.
● Acknowledgement:

○ https://astronomers.salt.ac.za/data/acknowledgements/.
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Demo time.
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Searching The Data
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Search results
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Data Requesting
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… Data requesting
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Future plans

● SSDA only contains SALT Data for now
○ Other telescopes data is not include for now
○ Other telescope data is not standardised.
○ We need to find a better way to standardise this 

data.
● Incorporate the SSDA with the Virtual Observatory(VO) 

tool.
○ It needs integration with the VO tools.
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Architecture
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Thank you.
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Any Questions?


